READINESS LEDGER

Claude Certified Developer -
Foundations

CCD-F o+ficial exam code CCDV-F

Al/ML engineers & senior SWEs shipping production Claude apps, agents, and workflows.

53 720 8 120 min  $125 12 mo
SCORED ITEMS TO PASS, OF 1000 WEIGHTED TIME LIMIT LIST PRICE VALIDITY
DOMAINS

This is a ledger, not a brochure

Most exam guides are read once. This one is meant to be marked up: you record where you actually
are against each domain, work the two that cost you most, log two timed mocks, and end on a line
that says book or do not book. Print it, or annotate it on screen.

Every exam figure — item count, cut score, domain weights, fee, validity — is transcribed from
Anthropic's published blueprint, version 1.0-2026-07. The study-pace and mock-timing figures are
this site's own, not Anthropic's. It does not reproduce exam content, and it is not the official guide.

Take the free CCD-F diagnostic Read the full guide online

Independent guide, not affiliated with or endorsed by Anthropic. How every claim here is sourced.
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CCD-F READINESS LEDGER THE BLUEPRINT

What the CCD-F weighs

Weights are the share of scored items drawn from each domain. The item counts are those
weights applied to a 53-question exam, which is the number worth budgeting study hours
against.

Agents & Workflows 14.7% ~8 items

Applications & Integration 33.1% ~18 items

Claude Code 3.1% ~2 items

Evaluation, Testing & Debugging 2.6% ~1 item

Model Selection & Optimization 16.8% ~9 items

Prompt & Context Engineering 11% ~6 items
(YA  Security & Safety 8.1% ~4 items
Tools & MCPs 10.6% ~6 items
Where the exam actually is How the result comes back
Applications & Integration alone carries 33.1% — about Pass or fail with a scaled score from 100 to 1000, plus
18 of the 53 items. The three heaviest domains together the percentage of items you answered correctly in each
are 64.6% of the paper. domain. Those per-domain percentages are reported to
help you read your performance; they do not decide the
pass.
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CCD-F READINESS LEDGER HOW TO USE THIS

Tick what you know. Cross what you do not.

That is the whole system. Two marks, and you add them up.
Tick. You could explain this to someone else without looking it up.

Cross. You could not. This is what you study.

Then add up your ticks

Each domain page has a score box. Count your ticks, write the number in, and compare it with how many questions
that domain is worth. A domain worth 16 questions where you ticked 2 of 6 topics is where your exam is won or lost.

Do it in this order

1. Take the free diagnostic first, before you revise. Write your score on page 5. Revising first only tells you what
looks familiar.

2. Go through pages 6 to 10 and mark every topic tick or cross. Be hard on yourself here. A generous tick costs
you an exam fee later.

3. Study the two domains with the most crosses and the highest question count.

4. Sit a full mock, then mark the same pages again in the second column. Anything that went from tick to cross is
what the real exam would have caught.

Take the free diagnostic Open the 53-question mock
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CCD-F READINESS LEDGER WHAT THE QUESTIONS LOOK LIKE

How the questions are written

Every question follows the same shape. Knowing the shape is worth a few marks on its
own, because you stop misreading what is being asked.

1. THE
SITUATION

2. THE CATCH

3. THE
QUESTION

4. HOW MANY
TO PICK

5. THE
ANSWERS

A short description of a real setup and what is going wrong. Two
or three sentences. Every number in it matters.

A phrase that rules most answers out on its own — "as a first
step”, "without adding infrastructure", "easiest to maintain". Read
this before you read the answers.

"Which is most effective" and "what would you check first" are
different questions. Answer the one asked.

Some questions want one answer, some want two or more. The question always tells you. Check
this first.

Usually one right, one that does too much, one that fixes a different problem, and one that is
simply wrong.

When you are not sure of the answer

Check how many answers to pick It changes the question. The wording always tells you.

Use the catch to rule answers out "As a first step" or "easiest to maintain" usually removes two of

them straight away.

Prefer the answer that changes the design Where one answer changes how the thing is built and another

just changes the model or the wording, the build answer is
usually the one being tested.

Watch for the answer to a different problem It will be correct in general and wrong here. Check it against the

symptom described.

Flag it and come back You have about 2.3 minutes a question. A flagged question you

return to beats a guess you never revisit.
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CCD-F READINESS LEDGER WHERE YOU ARE NOW

Write down where you are before you revise

A number you wrote two weeks ago is the only proof the fortnight worked. Take the
diagnostic without revising first, and fill the top row in.

Your diagnostic
DATE QUESTIONS RIGHT OUT OF WEAKEST DOMAIN

10

How you did in each domain

The middle column is how many questions that domain is worth on the real exam. Write in how many you got right,
and the difference is your gap — the number of marks currently sitting on the table.

DOMAIN QUESTIONS ON THE EXAM  YOU GOT RIGHT GAP
m Agents & Workflows about 8
m Applications & Integration about 18
m Claude Code about 2
m Evaluation, Testing & Debugging about 1
m Model Selection & Optimization about 9
m Prompt & Context Engineering about 6
Security & Safety about 4
& Tools & MCPs about 6
Total 53

Your mocks

A mock score is a guide to how ready you are, not a prediction of your official result. It uses the same 720
pass mark so you can compare week to week, but only Anthropic scores the real exam.

DATE QUESTIONS RIGHT OUT OF PASSED? WHAT WENT WRONG

53

53

Sit a full 53-question mock
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CCD-F READINESS LEDGER

DOMAIN D1 AND D6

Two domains

b1 Agents & Workflows —.
14.7% of the exam - about 8 of 53 items
YOUR SCORE FOR THIS DOMAIN  After the diagnostic of 8  After the mock of 8

TOPICS IN THIS DOMAIN

KNOW AFTER
IT MOCK

Building Agents: Client SDK vs Agent SDK vs Managed Agents

Agent Design Patterns: Memory, Context Management & Third-Party Frameworks

Prompt & Context Engineering
11% of the exam - about 6 of 53 items

O O
O
O

YOUR SCORE FOR THIS DOMAIN After the diagnostic of 6 After the mock

TOPICS IN THIS DOMAIN

of 6

KNOW AFTER
IT MOCK

NOTES — WHAT YOU GOT WRONG, AND WHY

Independent guide, not affiliated with or endorsed by Anthropic. How every claim here is sourced.
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CCD-F READINESS LEDGER DOMAIN D2
Applications & Integration

Y 50 or the cn - about 18 of 53 iens IE——

YOUR SCORE FOR THIS DOMAIN  After the diagnostic of 18  After the mock of 18
TOPICS IN THIS DOMAIN Know - ArLER

Systems Life Cycle Management for Claude Applications

Software Engineering Foundations for Claude Applications

Claude Application Design Across Interfaces

NOTES — WHAT YOU GOT WRONG, AND WHY

Independent guide, not affiliated with or endorsed by Anthropic. How every claim here is sourced.
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CCD-F READINESS LEDGER DOMAIN D3 AND D4

Two domains

Claude Code m

3.1% of the exam - about 2 of 53 items

YOUR SCORE FOR THIS DOMAIN  After the diagnostic of2  After the mock of 2

KNOW AFTER
TOPICS IN THIS DOMAIN IT MOCK

O O
O
O

Evaluation, Testing & Debugging m

2.6% of the exam -+ about 1 of 53 items

YOUR SCORE FOR THIS DOMAIN  After the diagnostic of 1 After the mock of 1

KNOW AFTER
TOPICS IN THIS DOMAIN IT MOCK

Debugging LLM System Failures |:| |:|

O
O

NOTES — WHAT YOU GOT WRONG, AND WHY
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CCD-F READINESS LEDGER DOMAIN D5

Model Selection & Optimization

ﬂ 16.8% of the exam - about 9 of 53 items [ HNNRNGIGINING

LLM fundamentals (tokens, context windows, sampling, non-determinism), the technical
fundamentals of wrapping REST APIs and websockets, choosing between Opus, Sonnet, and Haiku
on quality-latency-cost trade-offs and adaptive-thinking support, and managing tokens and cost
through budgeting, caching, and cache checkpointing.

YOUR SCORE FOR THIS DOMAIN  After the diagnostic of 9  After the mock of 9
TOPICS IN THIS DOMAIN koW BeLkR
Claude Model Selection & Tradeoffs |:| |:|

LLM Fundamentals: Tokens, Sampling & Non-Determinism |:|

Claude is autoregressive: it predicts one token at a time from a probability distribution conditioned on
everything before it, then appends that token and repeats.

Technical Fundamentals: SDKs, REST, and WebSockets |:|

For standard model inference, the Messages API (POST /v1/messages) is the primary endpoint, tools,
structured outputs, and streaming are request parameters on that same endpoint, not separate APIs or
protocols.

NOTES — WHAT YOU GOT WRONG, AND WHY
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CCD-F READINESS LEDGER DOMAIN D7 AND D8

Two domains

b7 Security & Safety r—

8.1% of the exam - about 4 of 53 items

YOUR SCORE FOR THIS DOMAIN  After the diagnostic of 4 After the mock of 4

KNOW AFTER
TOPICS IN THIS DOMAIN IT MOCK

Al Application Security: Prompt Injection & Untrusted Input |:| |:|

O
O

Tools & MCPs
10.6% of the exam - about 6 of 53 items

YOUR SCORE FOR THIS DOMAIN  After the diagnostic of 6 After the mock of 6

KNOW AFTER
TOPICS IN THIS DOMAIN IT MOCK

O
O
O O

NOTES — WHAT YOU GOT WRONG, AND WHY

Work every concept, free
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CCD-F READINESS LEDGER THE PLAN

Two weeks, in the order that pays

People already working with Claude day to day report 2-4 weeks at 60-90 minutes a day.
From a cold start, 6-8 weeks. The order matters more than the hours.

WHEN WHAT RECORDED ON
Day 1 Diagnostic, cold. No revision first. Write the per-domain percentages down. Page 5
Day 1 Mark every domain in the first-pass column, honestly. Pages 6-10

Applications & Integration first — 33.1% of the paper, and the single largest block of
Days 2-6 . Page 7
marks available.

Day 7 Full 53-question mock, timed, no notes. The mock here runs tighter than the real 120 Page 5
y minutes on purpose — train faster than race pace. 9

Model Selection & Optimization, plus whatever the mock exposed. Re-mark in the
Days 8-12 Page 9
second column.

Day 13 Second timed mock. Different questions, same conditions. Page 5

Day 14 The decision on page 12. Book, or take another week. Page 12

Fourteen days, at a glance

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

MEASURE WORK WORK WORK WORK WORK MOCK WORK WORK WORK WORK WORK MOCK DECIDE

0 0 0 0 L [ ] 0 ] [ [ [ 0 [

Tick each square as the day is done. Two squares are timed mocks; the last one is the decision
on page 12.

Day 1 starts here Day 7 mock
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CCD-F READINESS LEDGER

TEST DAY, AND THE DECISION

Booking, sitting, and what happens if it goes wrong

Registering

Registration and scheduling run through the Anthropic
Partner Academy and Pearson VUE: open your exam's
page on the Partner Academy, read the terms and
exam policy, register and check out (the fee shown
reflects any partner-tier discount), create your Pearson
VUE account from the confirmation, then choose a date
and either online proctoring or a test centre. You can
cancel or reschedule up to 24 hours ahead; inside 24
hours the fee is forfeit.

If you do not pass

Retakes wait 14 days after the first attempt, 30 after the
second, 90 after the third, up to four attempts in a
rolling twelve months. The fee applies to every attempt.
Limits are per exam, so a fail on one does not block
registering for another.

Pacing, on the day

120 minutes for 53 scored items is 2.3 minutes each. Check yourself at the quarter

marks.
by item 13 by item 27 by item 40
30 min gone 60 min gone 90 min gone

The decision

Second mock cleared 720 with room

No domain still carrying empty boxes above 15% weight

Sat both mocks under time, without notes

Three yes: book it. Any no: one more week. Booked for

On the day

Government-issued photo ID, and the name on it must
match your registration exactly. The workspace has to
be clear of notes, books, phones, secondary monitors
and any recording device. You accept a confidentiality
agreement before the exam begins; declining ends the
session with no refund.

Afterwards

The credential is valid 12 months. On-time renewal is a
free, non-proctored assessment on the Partner
Academy; let it lapse and you retake the full exam at
the full fee.

by item 53

120 min gone

Sit the mock that decides it

Registration walkthrough
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